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CELEBRATING AMERICA’S 250TH BIRTHDAY IN 2026 
 

On July 2, 1776, twelve of the original thirteen colonies, convened as the Second Continental 

Congress in Philadelphia, voted to approve a motion introduced by Virginia, calling for formally 

severing ties with Great Britain. Two days later, on July 4, 1776, these same colonies, with minor 

revisions to Virginia's motion, formally adopted the Declaration of Independence. Five days later, 

on July 9, 1776, the New York Provincial Congress joined in the Declaration. These acts signaled 

the birth of a nation grounded in the ideals of liberty, self-governance, and the pursuit of a more 

perfect union. 

  

Two hundred and fifty years later, the United States of America, on July 4, 2026, will celebrate the 

anniversary of its historic founding. As the nation approaches its semiquincentennial, an array of 

organizations, communities, government agencies, and private citizens are preparing to celebrate, 

reflect on, and look forward to America's future.  

 

The U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission: Steering the National Celebration 

 

Established by Congress in 2016, the U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission is at the heart of 

planning for America’s 250th birthday celebration. The Commission coordinates with national, 

state, and local entities to commemorate the anniversary. As it brings together a diverse group of 

government, business, arts, education, and societal leaders, its mission is to inspire Americans to 

participate in the celebration, educate the public about the nation’s past, and foster unity for the 

country’s future. The Commission’s operational arm, the nonprofit America250 Foundation, is 

responsible for creating and supporting a wide range of programs, partnerships, and events. 

 

Key Partners and Participants 

 
The scale of America’s historic birthday celebration demands broad participation in planning 

programs and exhibits, maximizing digital resources, encouraging civic engagement and historical 

literacy, and promoting community engagement and support. In addition to the U.S. 

Semiquincentennial Commission and America250 Foundation, local community participation is 

essential to the celebration. 



 

Nonprofit organizations involved in the effort include the Daughters of the American Revolution 

(https://www.dar.org/outreach/america-250), the American Legion (https://www.legion.org/get-

involved/community-programs/usa250/challenge), and the National Constitution Center 

(https://constitutioncenter.org/museum). Civic and educational institutions, including schools, 

universities, and public libraries, are also expected to play an important role through curriculum 

development, essay contests, public lectures, and teacher training programs that focus on American 

history and democracy. 

 

North Carolina and Local Initiatives 

 

With the national Commission providing vision and coordination, North Carolina has established 

its own semiquincentennial Commission and, along with cities and local communities, is 

developing commemorative activities, many of which are tailored to regional histories and cultural 

identities. The state website https://www.america250.nc.gov/events allows users to search for a 

wide range of events, including festivals, parades, speaker engagements, indigenous events, and 

many more.  

 

Engaging the Public: How North Carolinians Can Get Involved 

 

A central goal of the semiquincentennial is to make the celebration inclusive and participatory. The 

America250 Foundation and its partners invite Americans to contribute to the festivities in 

numerous ways: 

 

• Host or attend America 250 events such as block parties, historical fairs, or concerts. For 

example, attend the 80th Anniversary of the End of World War II Remembrance and Celebration 

from 6 - 8 pm on August 14, 2025, at the Hannah Block Historic USO/Community Arts Center 

(120 S. 2nd Street, Wilmington, NC 28401). https://wilmingtoncommunityarts.org/classes-and-

events/v-j-day-80th-anniversary-commemoration/. 

• Submit family stories, artifacts, or creative works to North Carolina’s digital archives at: 

https://www.america250.nc.gov/voices-north-carolina. 

• Join local committees to help plan and promote activities. 

• Participate in volunteer and service projects focused on improving communities. 

• Engage in educational activities, such as reading challenges or debates about the nation’s past 

and future. 

• Participate in the American Legion’s USA 250 challenge to engage Americans in fitness, 

mental wellness, and community service activities throughout the year. To learn more, see 

https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/usa250challenge/2025/july/join-our-usa-250-

challenge. 

 

Honoring the Past, Inspiring the Future 

 

America’s 250th anniversary is an opportunity to reflect on the nation’s ideals, reckon with its 

complexities, and imagine its future. Americans from all walks of life will join together to mark 

this historic occasion. As plans unfold, the 250th Birthday of the United States promises to be a 

celebration worthy of its heritage—dynamic, diverse, and significant for generations to come. The 

John E. Jacobs American Legion Post 68 intends to be an integral partner in the 250th anniversary 

community celebrations on July 4, 2026. Stay Tuned! 
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