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JULY HAPPENINGS AT LEGION POST 68 LELAND 
 

Magnolia Greens Independence Day Parade. A unit of the Leland Fire and Police Departments, 

followed by the American Legion Post 68 Color Guard led the community parade in Magnolia 

Greens on July 4, 2025. Members of the Be the One Suicide Awareness team and the Legion Riders 

followed closely behind. Other Post 68 members walked the route, handing small American flags 

to welcoming and cheering bystanders. The colorful parade included Leland’s Mayor Bozeman 

and other local dignitaries as well as an array of brightly decorated  golf carts and cars ended at 

the Magnolia Community Center. The Legion and VFW Post 1296 led participants in a salute to 

the flag and Pledge of Allegiance followed by a brief, stirring speech from Bea Frost, Commander 

of Legion Post 68. 

 

Photo 1 – L-R Color Guard Members Jo Anne Britt, Bob Northrup, Jim Barkely, Richard Fry, Bill Smith 
 

Photo 2 – L-R Be the One Team Leader John Hacker and Tom Powers 



 

 

Photo 3 – L-R Leland Mayor Brenda Bozeman, John Hacker, James Bozeman 
 

Photo 4 – L-R Legion Riders Post 68 

 

2025 Golf Tournament Premiere Gold Sponsor. On 

Wednesday, July 16, Chris Royal (Broker), Coldwell 

Banker Sea Coast Advantage, presented a check for $2,200 

to Post 68 representatives. The donation marks another 

year of the firm’s Premiere Sponsorship of Post 68’s annual 

golf tournament. Post 68’s largest fundraising event of the 

year scheduled for Thursday, November 6, at the Magnolia 

Greens golf course in Leland, sold out in record time. 

Carolina Cool Zone, a well-respected Wilmington area 

HVAC service provider, is also a Premiere Sponsor of this 

year’s tournament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo 5 – L-R Mike Mabee, Post 68; Chris Royal, Coldwell Banker; Evan Jones, 2nd Vice; John Hacker, 1st Vice.  



Installation of Post 68 Officers. At the Post 68 membership meeting on July 17, 2025, District 9 

Commander Jim Torr conducted the installation ceremony of Post Officers for the 2024-2025 term. 

Several members retained their current positions for the new term including Bea Frost, 

Commander; Evan Jones, 2nd Vice Commander; Dan Dodge, Adjutant; Joe Frost, Finance Officer; 

Dale Todd, Parliamentarian; Lane Adrian, Service Officer; Kobe Kelly, Sergeant-at-Arms; Eddie 

Jenklins, Logistics; Eric Mens, Public Affairs; Jim Barkely, Membership; and Members-at-Large 

Alan Simmons and Rob Penwell. Former Chaplain Jim MacAvoy stepped up to assume the 1st 

Vice Commander role, while former 1st Vice Commander John Hacker assumed a role as a 

Member-at-Large. Newly installed officers included Rick Rodgers as Post Chaplain and Roger 

Weigold as Post Historian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 6 – Post 68 Officers for the 2024-2025 Term 
 

Photo 7 – District 9 Commander Jim Torr 

 

Waterford Community Donation to Post 68. Members of the Waterford Social Committee, led 

by Chairperson Carol Fesser, attended the Post 68 membership meeting on Thursday, July 17. In 

an expression of the community’s appreciation for and recognition of Post 68’s role in serving area 

veterans and families, Carol Fesser presented a check for $190 to Commander Bea Frost and John 

Hacker. The funds were raised at Waterford’s annual Memorial Day ceremony and will help 

support Post 68’s preeminent “Be the One” suicide awareness program. Hacker is the Post 68 

Team Lead for the American Legion’s “Be the One” program as well as the North Carolina 

Program Chair. 

 

The “Be the One” program highlights the alarming rate of veteran suicides and provides resources 

to help address the issue. Post 68’s program is recognized as a leader at the state level. Intended to 

serve veterans and their families in Brunswick County, it serves as a model for American Legion 

Posts throughout North Carolina. The program has been presented to local service providers, non-

profit organizations, emergency responders, and law enforcement agencies. Training classes will 

resume at the Brunswick Community College Extension Campus in Leland (2025 Enterprise 

Boulevard) in September 2025. Classroom sessions are open to the public and more information 

and resources are available at betheoneconnects.org. The site provides veterans, their families, and 

other interested parties with a multitude of resources and contacts, that help address food, housing, 

employment, addiction, and other issues. 
 

http://betheoneconnects.org/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 8 – Front Row L-R Eric Mens, Public Affairs Officer; Shirley Rymer, Jean Anne Studer, Sue Ashley, Artie 

Charbonneau, Carol Fesser 

 

Back Row L-R Gary Studer, Casey Finn, Missy Barskey, Pat Finn, Patti Pearce 

 

Next Meeting of Legion Post 68. The next meeting of the American Legion Post 68 Leland is 

scheduled for Thursday, August 21, at 6 pm. A representative from the Wilmington Chapter of  

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP), the leading non-profit dedicated to providing beds to children in 

need, will provide attendees with an overview of the non-profit organization, its work in the greater 

Wilmington area, and needs that the local community can help fulfill. All veterans and active-duty 

service members in the Leland area are invited to attend. 

 

The John E. Jacobs American Legion Post 68 meets every third Thursday of each month at 6:00 

p.m. in the Banquet Room of Blossoms Restaurant in Magnolia Greens, Leland (1800 Tommy 

Jacobs Drive). Meetings are preceded by dinner at 4:30 p.m. in the restaurant for those who wish 

to join in. After the meeting, attendees are invited to adjourn to the restaurant bar for a social hour. 

Visit Post 68’s website at:  https://NCPost68.org for a calendar of events and other information. 

 


