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American Legion Post 68 Leland changes
name to honor local soldier

Richard N. Fry Your Voice Correspondent
Published 5:01 a.m. ET Dec. 2, 2019

The American Legion, founded in 1919, is the largest organization of U.S. military
veterans. Focusing on service to veterans, service members and communities, its
membership stands at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000 posts worldwide. Each
American Legion Post may adopt a name in honor of a deceased veteran.

Post 68 has recently received permission to rename itself in honor of Private First-
Class John Edwin Jacobs, United States Army, the only service member from
Leland, North Carolina, to be killed in action during the Vietnam War. Post 68’s
new charter stipulates that it will hereafter be named the John E. Jacobs American
Legion Post 68, Leland, NC, Inc., Department of North Carolina. Each year on
Memorial Day, Post 68 members join the Jacobs family for a flag placement
ceremony at his final resting place.

John’s parents, Mr. John and Mildred Jacobs, and his sister, Reverend Martha
Jacobs, are honored that the Post is paying tribute to John’s sacrifice in this
manner. Reverend Jacobs said, “Our loved one, a soldier, never dies as long as he is
remembered. God does everything for a reason; the solemnity of Post 68’s action is
~ heartwarming. The family gratitude is beyond any words that we can express.”

John was born in Leland on December 4, 1947. He was a 1967 graduate of what was
formerly known as Lincoln High School. John was drafted into the U.S. Army in
March 1968. Following training, he was assigned to B Company, 1st Battalion, 11th
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Infantry, 5th Infantry Division as a Combat Infantryman. While on patrol in Quang
Tri Province, South Vietnam on October 1, 1968 his unit was ambushed, and Pfc
John Edwin Jacobs was killed by small arms fire.

To mark the renaming of Post 68, the Jacobs family and Post 68 will sponsor a
reception to celebrate John’s life. The reception will be held from 4-6 p.m.
Saturday, December 14, at the Brunswick Community College Leland Center. In
addition to family, friends, and Post 68 members, confirmed guests include Leland
Mayor Brenda Boseman and Leland Town Councilwoman-elect Veronica Carter.
Ms. Carter will be the guest speaker.

While John’s time in the Army was brief, he gallantly served our nation.
Never let us forget that “Freedom is Never Free.”

Richard N. Fry is the Public Relations Officer with John E. Jacobs American
Legion Post 68, Leland, NC. Fry is a Vietnam Era U.S. Navy Veteran serving on
active duty from 1968 to 1972 as a Hospital Corpsman. A retired pharmacist, he
practiced in the Washington, D.C., metro area for 38 years before moving to
Leland in 2016 with his wife Paula and mother-in-law Alta Duncan.

The StarNews welcomes and will consider publishing Your Voice stories
contributed by readers, nonprofits and clubs. They should be around 300 words
and accompanied by a good-quality photograph. Email

community @starnewsonline.com for the link to the form for Your Voice articles.



Installs First Female Commander
At its July 18th
meeting the
John E. Jacobs
American
Legion Post 68
marked the
installation of
its first female
Commander,
Bea Frost, during the installation of
officers. Jim Torr, District 9
Commander, conducted the
installation ceremony. Frost, the
daughter of a WWII Army veteran,
was called to a life of service from
an early age. She speaks excitedly
about enhancing key areas of
Legion membership, citing a need
for expanded diversity and
increased involvement of women,
who comprise approximately 19%
of military personnel. She
describes herself as outspoken with
a questioning personality and
hopes that during her tenure, the
Post will grow to meet the
community’s needs. Frost’s eyes
light up as she describes wanting to
unite the Post’s 200+ members
through team development,
empowerment and process
organization. She sees a need
within the community to
coordinate volunteer services
among its many civic and
charitable organizations. She hopes
to work with community leaders to
facilitate better access to and from
volunteers of various services.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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HOME  ABOUT THE AMERICAN LEGION ORGANIZATION PREAMBLE

PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TOGETHER
FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America:

To maintain law and order;

To foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism;

To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all wars;

To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation;

To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses;

To make right the master of might;

To promote peace and goodwill on earth:

To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy;

To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.

Documents

Preamble Interpretation

Constitution and By-Laws
Federal Charter
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SERVICE OFFICERS FOR POST 68
2024-2025

BEA FROST COMMANDER o
ERIC MENS PUBLIC RELATIONS

JOHN HACKER 1% VICE COMMANDER

RICK RODGERS HISTORIAN

. ¥

EVAN JONES 2™ VICE COMMANDER

== e — P——— N

| JOE FROST FINANCE OFFICER |
JIM ZELINSKI LOGISTICS

JIM MCAVOY CHAPLAIN — e s
| EDDIE JENKINS LOGISTICS

DALE TODD PARLIAMENTARIA ALAN SIMMONS AT LAGE 1
§  ROBPENWELL ATLARGE 2

KOBE KELLEY Sgt AT ARMS

DAN DODGE ADJUTANT




The wall at Brunswick Cove Living Center commemorating the veterans housed there. !5 veterans live
at the extended care facility and Post 68 has taken over there needs and wants. A birthday party
monthly and Christmas party are the high lights the vets can look toward too. The program was an
incite by former Commander John Hacker and Rick Rodgers the facilitator of events.



Awfrait.ing Santa, his elves L-R Lou Tranzillo, Alan Simmons, Jim Zelinski, and Jim McAvoy are
enjoying the beautiful day set aside to honor the veterans at Brunswick Cove Living Center

Santa has arrived and is holding court at the Living Center L-R Mrs Jim Zelinski, Adrian Lane, veteran

Don Haddock, veteran Don Walker, Rick Rodgers, Jim McAvoy, Santa, Jim Zelinski, and Alan
Simmons~ — -~ . K

——
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Keeping Up With the John E. Jacohs American
Legion Post #68

July 4th Parade in M_aola'_.G,rees_

- e -

Installs First Female Commander |
At its July 18th
meeting the
John E. Jacobs
American
Legion Post 68
marked the
installation of
its first female
Commander, .
Bea Frost, during the installation of
officers. Jim Torr, District 9
Commander, conducted the
installation ceremony. Frost, the
daughtgx of a WWII Army veteran,
was called to a life of service from
an early age. She speaks excitedly
about enhancing key areas of
Legion membership, citing a need
for expanded diversity and
increased involvement of women,
who comprise approximately 19%
of military personnel. She
describes herself as outspoken with
a questioning personality and
hopes that during her tenure, the
Post will grow to meet the
community’s needs. Frost’s eyes
light up as she describes wanting to
unite the Post’s 200+ members
through team development, - ’
empowerment and process :
organization. She sees a need
within the community to
coordinate volunteer services - |
among its many civic and
charitable organizations. She hopes
to work with community leaders to
facilitate better access to and from
volunteers of various services.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Post 68 Color Guard kicked off its annual Magnolia Greens
July 4th Parade with spectators enthusiastically greeting Post
members as they walked the nearly mile-long route, handing
out small American flags. Motorcyclists from the Legion’s
Riders followed, along with vehicles carrying Leland Mayor
Brenda Bozeman and Leland Town Council members. The
parade terminated at the Magnolia Greens Community

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
b - :

The Waterford Community Social Committee, led by resident
Lisa Bryant, presented a donation of $261 to express the
community’s appreciation for the role that members of the
John E. Jacobs American Legion Post 68 Leland have played in
serving area veterans and families. Newly installed Post
Commander Bea Frost and 1st Vice Commander John Hacker
accepted the donation on behalf of the Post.




l

Ready for the parade ost 68 prepares for the Magnoha Greens 4“l of July parade 2024
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Post 68 Commander
Bea Frost, asked about
the MVCs recent visit to
Leland, said, “On behalf
of the Leland veteran
commumty, we appre-
ciate the opportunity to
learn about VA’s mobile
capability. The ability to
bring services to veter-
ans and their families in
areas where access to
VA’s brick and mortar

facilities may not be that
easy is essential. We are
confident that there are

veterans in our rural

areas who can benefit
from this capability. The
challenge is and has
been to successfully we
reach out to them.”

Jacksonville Vet
Center Director Chris
O’Brian and Veterans
Outreach Program Spe-
cialist

Brian Carey, both of [
-~ whom are certified men- £1

talfhealth co

g

County to the north- |

west, Carey said.

Carey explained the E
initial purpose of MVCs |

was to specifically reach

veterans in rural com- |

munities and, he noted,
that is still the overall
purpose. However, the

over the years.

“It covers everyqne
that’s under the militar
_umbrella, Carey sa:ld
This includes not only
veterans, but active duty
service member retir-
€€es, reserves, Natm-n
al Gﬁard and mrhtary

“What's very unique
about the Vet -:en
ter is, there’s no time
limit, there’s no cost,
- they don’t play mus1ca1
counselors” said Carey.
“Because every ws1t
should Just be a contm
uation. ... How frustrat-
ing is 1t every time you
go to a doctor; it’s a new

ty .and'to ) 'plm.

Careysmd.-.;‘; : b
Asked about locatlons

o)
R

reach has expanded Leland Mayor Brenda Bozeman (nght) with Chris

O’Brian and Brian Carey.

doctor — it’s like start-
ing over. In the .et\Cen-
ter, that’s ngtrthe éase
The%‘ \ACH "_'.Vls_l,.
Brunswick County ear-
lier this month :
‘new and w:
roughI’

the local MVC primarily

visits in its service area,

Carey said they have

reallsr been focused (Ong e
g stops at commu-

mty colleges lately. They
also visit social events,
like music festivals.
“Well do wrtually any
event where it's almost

Dylan Phillips/Brunswick Beacon
Veterans Outreach Program Specialist Brian Carey,
standing in the forefront, talks with Post 68 member
Lane Adnan

N

a given you're gomg to
have a veteran [in atten-
dance],” he added.

For more information
on the VA’s Vef Centers
and Mobile \fet Centers

vrsrt of the VA'Mobﬂe

Vet Center, call (910)
5771100

Dylan Phillips
is the editor of The

'.Bru nswick Beacan Feel

free toreach out with

. comments, questions

and tips at dphillips@

brunswickbeacon.
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JOHN E. JACOBS
AMERICAN LEGION
PosT 68
LELAND, NC 28451

All Veterans Are Welcomed

Join Us

WE MEET EVERY 3%° THURSDAY
OF THE MIONTH AT 6:00PM

| IMAGNOLIA GREENS GOLF
B " COURSE, BLOSSOMS
ThIA I hol e Fit JBGPAINTING.COM RESTAURANT
PostNet =2 iyl
FSTNERCOM. | 1800 TomMmY JACOBS DR,
Leland | | LELAND, NC 28451
STATE FARM" INSURANCE AGENT Awn_.ov 408-2229
Josh London E-Mail: NCPost68@gmail.com
et Vit Our Website
Leland, NC 28451.7678 WWWw.Nncp ost68.o0 rg

e 1 Pt Oty 2iea i Brovtmach Foreit - Leland, M |

v:5/17/23 v3.7

JROTC SUPPORT
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Vet Center bus is on display at Brunswick Community College annex. As part of the inaugural BE THE

ONE presentation sponsored by Post 68. The event was crucial to the awareness of veterans suicide

that can’t be ignored. - - i .
Donates to Frans Fans
WECT’s (Channel 6 Wilmington) Frances Weller started Fran's
Fans more than 20 years ago. Her program collects fans from
the community and delivers them to senior centers in Bladen,
Brunswick, Columbus, New Hanover and Pender counties.
From there, the fans are distributed to senior citizens to help
keep them cool during the summer months. Lowe’s Home
Improvement stores in these counties have turned Fran’s
collection drive
into a competition
to see which store
sells the most fans.
The winner is
awarded Fran’s
coveted Golden
Fan. In 2023 the
Lowe’s store in
Southport won

R -

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

with a collection of more than 700 fans. Lowes Home
Improvement in Leland has been an ardent supporter of the
John E. Jacobs American Legion Post 68 since its opening in
September 2023. To express its gratitude for Lowe’s support of

EE T |



BE THE ONE

J!

Fish fry event hosted by Post 68 in Leland. It took 16 embers to
events like this one and Poppy D

involvement in the community.

[ put on the event. Higy successful
ay along with the golf tournament are examples of the Post’s

Dental Care Provided to Eligible
Low-Income Veterans

-“‘ ¥ =1sn Underthe

: Department of
Veterans Affairs
criteria for dental
care, it is estimated
that only 15 percent
of veterans qualify
for dental care ata
VA facility. On
August 23 the East Carolina University Dental Clinic
provided free dental care to low-income veterans,
thanks to generous donations from a variety of veteran
support organizations in Brunswick County. The
annual event provides a unique opportunity for eligible
low-income veterans to receive needed dental care at
little or no cost. On the day of the clinic representatives
from John E. Jacobs American Legion Post 68 Leland
and Richard H. Stewart Post 543 St. James presented
checks totaling $2,500 to the Veterans Smiles
Foundation (VSF). The presentation, to David
McCracken, VSF founder, was at the East Carolina
University Dental Clinic during its dental assistance
day. Both Legion Posts have made similar donations to
the VSF over the last several years.

Adrian Lane Post 68 Riders Director presents a check for $290 to
Kelly RaulersonCommittee Chairman Riders of Nort.h Carolina for
Veterans and children assistance at the State convention August 2024

Ee— m—
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NEVER roRpGET

With his back to the camera, Alan Simmons was featured as keynote speaker at Post 68 September 11%
2024 remembrance of the tragic 23" observance of a day that will live in infamy
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Commander Bea Frost presenting B

ob Penwell his thirty — fifth anniversary award

Commander Bea Frost presenting Nannette York her

thirty — fifth anniversary award

h=—



Commander Bea Frost presenting Patty Kelley twenty - fifty anniversary award

e

Commander Bea Frost presents to Alan Simmons his thirty year anniversary award

4
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Ready for action, and action it was. Over 1000 kids and parents participated in the annual Trunk — Treat
event October 27" 2024 sponsored by Leland Park and Rec. Post 68 is an annual contributor to the

event. L — R Bob Page, Rick Rodgers, Mayor Brenda Bozeman, Lou Tranzillo, and visiting
Legionnaire from South Carolina Paul Dawley

0



Spops.ors of the Post 68 Golf Tournament 202
participated in the golf tournament held at M

2024

a2

ceask s BETEONE

7

“Thank You To Our In-Kind Donation Sponsors”

Rick de Moya
ACE Hardware
Burney's Sweets
Wilmington Senior Softball
Association
Cape Fear Seafood
Pizzettas
Christopher’s Steakhouse
Wok & Rall
Shoe Center
Harris Teeter
Bloomin’ Crazy
Farmhouse Kitchen
Jersey Mike's
Fuzzy Peach
San Felipe Mexican Restaurant
Food Lion
Islands
Johnny Lukes
Falcone’s Italian Restaurant
Six Happiness
Highway 55 Burgers
Papis Chicken
Lowes Home Improvement
Piggly Wiggly
Chick-Fil-A
Five Guys
Momentum Distillery
Advanced Auto Parts
Family Dog Naturals
Genesis Coffee
Mimi 8 Papas Popcorn

Revel 42
Sandalwood Shops

Coastal Kia
TD Bank
First Citizens Bank
Rounds of Golf
& Lido Pizza
Battle House
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Shuckin Shack
Shelton Herb Farm
Taqueria Santa Clara
Lowes Foods
Hall of Fame Car Wash
Bridgewater Wines
Hall of Fame Car Wash
Bridgewater Wines
Panera Bread
Chingon Taqueria
McDonald’s
Peter James
New River Pottery
PostNet
Adams Beverages
Eggs Up Grill
Luxe Home Interiors
The Butcher’s Market
Carolina Candy Company
Alan & Ceci Simmons
Dolores A Jannuzzi Esq
Jim & Debbie Zelenski
AutoZone
New Leaf Cigar Lounge

Tommy's Golf Shop
Trader Joe's

John E. Jacobs Post 68

L

4, Th'e Post is indebted to the many sponsors who
agnolia Greens Golf Course, Leland N C on November 7t
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" Men’s golf team that finished first place in the Post 68 Golf Tournament, 2024
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“Be the One” Veterans Suicide Program $5.000.00

Pay ta the Order of

Five Thousand /100 ...

November 11" 2024. John is the center most person in picture
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Blood Drive
dabe TOday!
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Post 68 Color Guard was present at Brunswick Senior Center to conclude a flag disposal and flag
raising ceremony requested by the Center. As part of the commitment to the community The Color
Guard Bob Thornton and Jeff Herimen along with Commander Bea Frost, Rick Rodgers, and Louis
Leichtweisz did the honors.




4 Chaplain’s day reorganized and remembered by Post 68.
Keynote speakers Evan Jones and John Hacker were aided
by Lane Adrian and Alan Simmons (not pictured).
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BY ERIC MENS
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER
AMERICAN LEGION
POST 68 LELAND

Congratul-atmns
to North Brunswick
High School (NBHS)
JROTC Cadets LTC
Valeria Alvarado, 1LT
Eliza Moore and CSM
Julian Seda recipi-
ents of the 2025 John
E. Jacobs American
Legion Post 68 Scho-
lastic Awards. Cadet
[MRE Alvarado WOon a
$1,000 John E. Jacobs
Scholarship. Cadets
Moore and Seda each
received checks for
$500, with 1LT Moore
awarded the Ameri-
can Legion Scholastic
Excellence Medal and
CSM Seda awarded
the Legion’s Military
Excellence Medal.

John E. Jacobs Amer-
ican Legmn Post 68 is
a long-time dtenthusp
astic supporter of the
_NBHS JROTC. Post 68
officers John Hacker,
1st'Vice Commander

Ba] Todd, Parhamen—

WJAA

utbipefineg 3 NOA0 ir

From left, LTC Alvarado and 1LT M
cers Dale Todd and Jim McAvoy.

Legion Post 68 presents
ds to ]ROTC Cadet

Thursday, April 24,2025 THE BRUNSWICK BEACON Cc3

From left are Cadets CSM Julian Seda, LTC Vale
Alvarado and 1LT Eliza Moore with their awards.

tarian; and Jim McAvoy;,
Chaplaln presented
the awards at the annu-
al JROTC Change of
Command and Awards
Ceremony at NBHS on
April 14. _

To learn more about
Post 68 and what we
bring to our members
and local communi-
ty, visit NCPost68.
org for a calendar of
events and other infor-
mation. Meetings are
held monthly at 6 p.m.

every third Thursday
0

|

: . Ph. contril
oore receiving their awards from Post 68

Photo contribu

in the banqu.‘yof
Blossoms Restaurant
at Magnolia Greens,
1800 Tomm‘& Jaoqbs

Drwe 1n Lelaxi‘d‘ Dm—

the .meeting iq;“
who wish to'jein
Attendees ﬁ“ﬂgfeurn
to the restaurmt: ar
for a social hour a

the meeting, %hﬂ

North Brunswick High School JROTC Rifle Team Wins Again
Under the tutelage of Army Gulf War veteran First Sergeant 1SG) George Williams
since 1999, the North Brunswick High School Army JROTC Rifle Team has

open to all veterans °

and active- duty ser-
vice members in the
Leland area. 1

“t.'.".-e

o

consistently outperformed its competitors at both the state and national levels and

continues to uphold its solid record of wins. The team’s recent victory in the 2024 Best

of the Best Match is a testament to their dedication. Besides a team victory, there were

several personal best achievements. Miguel Gonzalez’s impressive score of 5.55 e,arned
him 1st Place overall and the title of #1 Shooter in the Brigade. Tiffany Mart.lnez s
excellent score of 550, a personal best, secured her 2nd Place Overall. Valeria

Alvarado’s outstanding performance with 548 earned her 3rd -Place ?verall. Ilene
Rodriguez’s solid 547 placed her 4th Overall, and Lizeth Dominguez’s excellent 535

secured her 8th Place Overall.
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Congratlations to te BHS ir Rifl a |
The JROTC Air Rifle Team dominated at the JROTC South Region Air Rifle Service Championship in
Anniston, Alabama this weekend proving once again why they’re the team to beat! Three teams

competed in the two-day competition.
Finishing as gold medalist was First Team. The first team secured an outstanding 1st Place finish,

showecasing incredible skill and teamwork with a total score of 4,297. First Team members were Valeri:
Alvarado, Lizeth Dominguez, Miguel Gonzalez, and llene Rodriguez.




The White Shirts of Lower Cape Fear Life Care conducted a pinning ceremony for the veterans
residing at Brunswick Cove Living Center. The pinning honors the veterans for there service to
America’s Armed Force. The solemn ceremony is usually conducted at LCFLC facilities but because of
circumstances that allow mass pinning at facilities associated with LCFLC the events was held in their
home. L-R Mike Hamby, Kobe Kelley, Lou Leichtweisz, Paul Buico, Michael George, Director Lara
Lang L.CFL.C, Adrian Lane Lou Tranzillo and Rick Rodgers
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JOHN E. JACOBS LEGION POST 68 LELAND
MEDIA RELEASE

May 29, 2025
Submitted by:

Eric Mens, Public Affairs Officer
American Legion Post 68 Leland
Ph (703) 626-9104

RECENT HAPPENINGS AT LEGION POST 68

VEAC SUCCESS. The 7" annual Veteran's Experience Action Center (VEAC) held at the
National Guard Armory in Wilmington on May 8 — 10® was an overwhelming success. American
Legion Post 68 Leland was one of several area Legion Posts to provide significant manpower in
ensuring the event’s success. Over the three-day period, VA claims specialists and Veterans
Service Officers from local veterans organizations helped initiate, process, and adjudicate
disability claims for over 800 veterans — the largest outcome since the event has been held in
Wilmington. Due to time limitations, an additional 100 veterans could not be served onsite and
were slotted for service by VA raters over the next several weeks. Wilmington area veterans as well
as veterans from several states as far away as Texas and New York participated in the event.

JROTC PRESENTATION TO POST 68. At the general
membership meeting of the John E. Jacobs American
Legion Post 68 on May 15®, members of the North
Brunswick High School (NBHS) JROTC Air Rifle Team
and Senior Army Instructor, Colonel Steven Baker, US
Army Retired, presented a framed Certificate of
Appreciation to Post 68. The Post has been an ardent
supporter of the NBHS JROTC for over a decade.
Accepting the expression of appreciation on behalf of Post
68 were Dale Todd and Jim McAvoy. Pictured is Col.
Baker reading the citation and several of the JROTC
cadets.
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along with Piggly Wiggly Grocery store, Whistle Express
Poppy Day 2025.
Evan Jones

Lowes Home Improvement store in Lelan
Car wash, Ace Hardware were the sites for
Pictured at Lowes are; L-R Dan Dodge and

| Post 68 particip;ies in Honor Flights for ve*;erans

By Eric Mens Public Affairs Officer John E. Jacobs American Legion Post 68 Leland

May 15, 2025

Patty Kelley (selected flight veteran), joanne Britt and Lane Adrian.
Photo contributed
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Participating in the Veterans Day Remembrance Post 68 members and guests placed over 100 flag at
cemeteries across Leland N C 8 cemeteries where veterans

are entered. Post 68 does this placement
ever year on Veterans day weekend. This year the date was 24 May 2025
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At grave site of John E Jacobs after placing over 100 flags to h9nor veterans tlgotughou;:) t:e iLSe;aSIIli -
area the team paid special remembrance to the person thec Post Is gamed afteri;r edzx;;ns y

day for Post 68 to commemorate the fallen hero’s that gave their hfe. for ourd ]:e L-: N

L-R back row; Eddie Jenkins, Alan Simmons, Evan Jones, Joe Frost; Secon mg LR Gordon ractha
Humpbhries, Rick Rodgers ; Front Row L-R Ron Lloyd Commander Bea Frost and Jo







